


KCEC Acknowledges recent local business award 
recipients

Our  last  Opportunities  Night  was  held  at  
Parliament  House  on  the  28th  November  
2007.  The  Premier  and  Minister  for  
Economic  Development  kindly  hosted  the  
night  which  was  attended  by  some  76  
people.
As  part  of  the  night’s  procedures,  public  
acknowledgement  was  made  to  the 
following Kingborough  based  business  
identities:

• Sarah  Overeem  -  Sassy  Health  &  Beauty  
-  winner  of  the  Small  Business  Champion  
Awards  in  the  Beauty  Services  category.  
Sarah  also  won  the  Young  Small  Business  
Champion  Entrepreneur  for  Tasmania  2007. 

• Cathi  Burnett-Cosgrove  -  Harvey  World  
Travel  Kingston  -  winners  of  the  2007  
Harvey  World  Travel  Agency  of  the  Year.

• Michael  Oakley  -  Oakley  Food  Advisory  
Services  -  winner  of  Gold  &  Bronze  Medals  
at  the  Royal  Hobart  Show

• Di  Tompson  -  Powercom  -  winners  of   
2007  TasIT  ICT  award  for  Innovations,  
2007  Tasmanian  winner  in  the  Engineers,  

Australia  Engineering  Excellence  Award,  
2007  Australian  Finalist  in  the  Engineers  
Australian  Excellence  Awards  and  2007  
Tasmanian  Department  of  Economic  
Development  C-Star  Awards  Finalist.

Presentations  were  made  to  the  recipients  
by  both  the  Premier,  Mr. Paul  Lennon  
and  the  Minister  for  Health  and  Human  
Services,  Ms.  Lara  Giddings,  MHA. 

A  special  acknowledgement  and  
presentation was  also  made  by  KCEC  
Chair  Paul  Chatterton  to  Mr.  Greg  Alomes  
retiring  from  his  position  as  General  
Manager  of  the  Kingborough  Council.

(Pictured  are  MHA  Lara  Giddings  and  
Sarah  Overeem, Sassy  Health  &  Beauty.)  

(Pictured  are  MHA  Paul  Lennon  and  
Cathi  Burnett- Cosgrove, Kingston  Harvey  

World  Travel.) 

(Pictured  are  MHA  Paul  Lennon  and  
Andrew  Oakley, Oakley  Food  Advisory  

Services.)  

(Pictured  are  MHA  Paul  Lennon  and  Di  
Tompson  -  Powercom.)

(Pictured  are  Greg  Alomes  and  KCEC  
Chair,  Paul  Chatterton.)

Oakley Food Advisory Service
Michael Oakley

Coal Valley Larder was created by Kingston 
resident Mike Oakley, in an attempt to value 
add waste fruit. Doing quality assurance in 
the largest stone fruit orchard in Tasmania for 
a number of years, Mike realised there was a 
need to recover this valuable resource.  

After the 2004 picking season, a trial project 
was undertaken to value add some of the 
wastage and test market several products. Fruit 
sauces, relish , chutney and jams were created 
using various varieties. Storage conditions 
were varied to evaluate the keeping qualities 
and flavours of the fruit and verify keeping 
qualities.

Then came  the name, “Coal Valley Larder”, 
chosen to encompass as many products as 
possible but being flexible and combined with 
a graphic design featuring fruit photos and 
using vibrant colours. Gift packs for Christmas 
and fundraisers became the market focus. The 
family has spent endless hours labelling and 
wrapping this produce.

In 2005 there became a real need for a test 
kitchen for trialling other food products as 

well. Oakley Food Advisory Services then 
decided to build a commercial kitchen at 
Summerleas Road, Kingston to produce the 
fruit value added products as well as trial 
other products.  In early 2007 Mike was able 
to acquire a machine that would produce ice-

cream using the skin of the fruit.  Now a range 
of fresh fruit  ice-creams are produced with 
flavours such as apricot, nectarine, peach, 
plum, cherry  and apple pie.

Entering some of the products in the Royal 
Hobart  Show in 2007 was beneficial and 
resulted in a gold medal for the apricot jam 
and a bronze medal for the spicy apricot 
sauce.  Mike  says;  “The Kingborough 
Community Enterprise Centre has been a 
huge help in assisting with business plans and 
various networking contacts  required when 
starting a new business.   As we are planning 
to apply for a grant through the New Industry 
Development Program, we will be utilising the 
skills and assistance available at the Enterprise 
Centre with preparation of our funding 

application”.

(Pictured is Michael Oakley with a range of  his local made products)


