


Stewart Clark- Painter & Decorator
Stewart & Sarah Clark

In February 2008, Stewart and Sarah were referred 
to the KCEC by Business Entry Point as they were 
seeking advice and guidance with starting their 
own Painting and Decorating (P&D) business. They 
decided on a business partnership set-up as Stewart 
and Sarah work well together as a husband and wife 
team.

Having left a successful P&D business in the UK 
Stewart decided, after emigrating to Tasmania there 
was an opportunity for offering his services as a 
master painter in the State.

Stewart served a 4 year P&D apprenticeship in City & 
Guilds and achieved further qualifications in City & 
Guilds 7/307 Teaching, Training and Assessment which 
enabled Stewart to teach P&D in Further Education in 
the UK. On arrival Stewart became aware there was 
a need and shortfall in indentured apprentices and 
master painters and made the decision to continue 
his career in this trade. Additionally he decided to 
take Australian qualifications in P&D Cert III and 
Training and Assessment Cert IV, H&S and Elevated 
Platform. 

As a qualified master Painter and decorator Stewart 
decided to target the private and domestic market 
with the focus being Colonial, Federation and 
domestic properties where he could employ his 
traditional craftsmanship skills to include mirror 
finish painting, wallpaper hanging, broken colour 
special paint effects and quality interior and exterior 
painting.

As a new migrant Stewart was unaware of the business 
compliance issues of Australia and was seeking 
assistance in this regard. “Upon our meeting with 
David Cleary from the Kingston Community Enterprise 
Centre (KCEC) he proceeded to take us through their 
Business Start-up checklist. All issues we needed to 
consider were set out consequentially on the list, along 
with respective references and contact numbers. This 
document got us started from the off. After speaking 
with a local Accountant to consider the best structure, 
a business name was chosen and business cards and 
flyers were produced, and application for an ABN was 
made along with registering for the GST.”

In July Stewart and Sarah visited the KCEC to 
undertake training in the completion of their first 
BAS return. 

”David’s advice and assistance have played a key role 
in the successful establishment and development of  
our new Australian business for which we are grateful. 
Along with his direct assistance, we have benefited 
from available training programs and workshops by 
the KCEC and have attended their popular networking 
dinners. Our business has grown well within the last 
nine-teen months with new and repeat customers from 
the Kingborough, Hobart, New Norfolk and Richmond 
areas requiring interior and exterior quality finish 
painting and wallpapering. A major contributory 
factor is our ability to work in a sound working 
partnership and quality service.

We offer the most cost effective solutions, prompt 
attention following enquiries and a reliable friendly 
service, advice on colour schemes, produce sample 
colours and liaise for the most suitable outcome 
for the work and materials required and a fully 
comprehensive written quotation detailing all aspects 
of  the work to be undertaken.”

Recently Stewart became a registered member 
of the Master Painters Australia (MPA) which he is  
proud to be associated with. The MPA is a recognised 
prestigious body where member’s up-hold a code 
of ethics and meet the Surface Coatings Industry 
Standards  AS / NZ 2311:2009  

(Pictured is Stewart Clark working at Kingston Beach)

Laurie  Lovestyres  opened  it’s  doors  in  September  
2008.  The  idea  had  been  a  work  in  progress  
for Laurie following  long  service  leave  from  
Beaurepaires  after  15  years.

‘I  started  to  set  up  shop  and  become  busy  straight  
away.  Needing  some  guidance  in  business  start  up  
areas,  I  made  contact  with  David  at  the  Enterprise  
Centre.  After  discussing  my  business  idea  with  
David,  he  offered  some  very  good  advice  and  tools  
to  help  me  turn  the  concept  into  a  successful  
venture.

The  Business  Start  Up  check  list  was  invaluable.   
The  pathway   was  sequential  and  the  networks  of   
information  offered  by  David  were  paramount  as  I  
had  no  idea  where  to  start  and  what  to  do  first.’

Laurie  Lovestyres  is  a  small  family  business  
offering  good  ‘old  fashioned’  service  as  well  as  
competitive  prices  on  tyres,  wheels,  batteries  
wheel  balancing  and  alignments,  puncture  repairs,  
along  with  free  vehicle  pick  up  and  advice.  

With  over  20  years  experience  in  tyres,  Laurie’s  
business  can  assist  you  with  all  your  tyre  needs  
ranging  from  wheelbarrows  to  tractor  tyres.

Specialising  in  Mickey  Thompson,  Maxxis,  Kumho,  
Federal  and  most  other  leading  tyre  brands,  
Laurie’s  business  is  situated  at  64  Channel  
Highway  (behind  Select  Auto’s). 

Laurie  may  be  contacted  on  (03)  6109 4015,  
0434 808 959  or  email – laurieslovestyres@y7mail.
com.   More  about  Laurie’s  business  can  be  found  
at  www.laurielovestyres.vpweb.com.au 

Laurie Lovestyres
Laurie Gardner

(Pictured  is  Laurie  Gardner,  Business  proprietor.)
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Success stories from enterprising locals

Down to Business
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An initiative of the Kingborough Community Enterprise Centre Inc.

QUOTES of THE WEEK

‘A  successful  person  is  one  who  can  lay  a  firm  foundation  with  the  bricks  that  others  throw  at  them’.                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                       Sidney  Greenberg

‘Employment  is  nature’s  physician  and  is  essential  to  human  happiness’.
                                                                                                                    GALEN

IDEAS THAT WORK
warm + BUSINESS
10  EASY  TO  DO  THINGS  TO  MAKE  YOUR  OFFICE /  WORK  ENVIRONMENT  GREENER

Set  your  printer  to  make  double-sided  copies1. 
Use  email  instead  of  printed  memos2. 
Where  possible,  choose  office  equipment  that  has  met  the  Energy  Star  standard  and  make  sure  3. 
its  energy-saving  features  are  enabled
Switch  off  appliances  that  always  in  use  rather  than  just  leaving  them  on  stand-by4. 
Photocopy  in  batches5. 
When  you  shut  down  your  computer  at  night,  make  sure  your  monitor  is  also  switched  off6. 
The  larger  your  monitor,  the  more  energy  it  uses,  so  consider  smaller  monitors7. 
Natural  light  inside  makes  workers  happier,  it’s  clean,  it’s  free  and  it’s  more  flattering8. 
Think  about  what  products  and  goods  come  in  out  of  your  business  and  see  if  you  can  find  9. 
more  environmentally  friendly  options  such as  recycled-content  stationary  or  greener  cleaners
Finally,  consider  low  impact  changes  at  work  one  day  a  week,  eg,  turning  off  heaters  after  the  10. 
office  warms  up  or  making  lifts  out  of  bounds  and  only  using  the  stairs.

(For  other  ways  to save  energy  at  work,  visit  warm.com.au )

David started  propagating and growing plants 
from his parents backyard as a hobby in 1998 
whilst completing his horticultural apprenticeship. 
From there things got bigger and David started 
selling plants  from his Grandparents front yard on 
the Channel Hwy. David’s passion for growing plants 
continued and increasing  sales  encouraged David 
to visit the Enterprise  Centre in April 2002.

At the time David was considering establishing  his  
own  business  and  advice  on  business  registration,  
ABN’s,  the  GST,  bookkeeping  and  cash  flow  
analysis  were  undertaken  with  the  guidance  of  
the  Enterprise  Centre.

 With  hard  work  and  effort  from  David  his  
business  began  to  flourish considerably  and  a  
couple  of  lucrative  contracts  to  grow  established  
trees  were  gained.  This  created  the  need  for  
David  to  relocate  the  business  to  his  1 ha    
property  at  Leslie  Vale.  Accordingly,  a  business  
development  application  was  required  by  the  
Kingborough  Council  accompanied  by  a  business  
plan,  the  template  for  which  was  acquired  from  
the  Enterprise  Centre.

From there he received all the business approval’s 
required to start Greenhill Nursery as a full time 
business and lead him to resign from his employed 
position as a grounds man with the Kingborough 
council.

David’s  business  has  now  progressed to  the  stage  
where  the  Nursery  is  open  to  the  public  from  
Wednesday  to  Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoons.   

“ I  sincerely  acknowledge  and  appreciate  the  
assistance  provided  to  me  by  David  Cleary  at  the  
local  Enterprise  Centre.   Having  this  local  assistance  
available  has  been  invaluable  support  as  my  
business  developed.”

David’s  Greenhill  Nursery  is  located  at  29  Parkdale  
Drive,  Leslie  Vale  and  he  may  be  contacted  on  
6239  6850  or  Mobile  0408  136  125.

Greenhill Nursery
David Drysdale

(Pictured is David Drysdale)

Stuart and Michelle Carr purchased the Huonville 
business in January 2008 and renamed the business 
- Huon Valley Taxi Service! Since then they have 
worked hard to increase turnover by listening to 
their clients and acting on their feedback. The two 
main changes have been running as a 24/7 service 
and the updating and modernization of their fleet, 
with eftpos now being available.

“We provide a more regular service and ensure the 
local communities are aware of  our business by 
working closely with other small businesses. In doing 
this, we have been able to secure new contracts and 
we are currently expanding our business through the 
operation of  day trips and mini tours.  

We opened our new office premises at 13a Sale Street, 
Huonville in early March 2009.

Even though we have been in business before, we found 
the Business Enterprise Centre helpful to ensure we 
had all our bases covered and as a sounding board for 
our ideas, as well as other general business advice.

Also, we look forward to continuing to receive relevant 
business training opportunity updates regularly, such 
as the upcoming MYOB Training course to be held at 
the Huonville LINC, which we will attend”

Stuart and Michelle Carr of Huon Valley Taxi Service 
can be contacted on:
M: 0408 125 130
Office ph/fax; 03 62642424  
Email: huoncabs@tastel.net.au 

Huon Valley Taxi Service
Stuart and Michelle Carr


